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with Mr. Hobley's book. We urge every reader interested
in the peoples of Africa to secure it for themselves and to
study it closely. It is one of those books that really matter.

E. W. S.

Savage Sudan, its wild tribes, big game and bird-life. By Abel
Chapman. (London: Gurney and Jackson, 1921; pp.
ix, 452; map, 248 illustrations, chiefly from the author's
sketches. 32s. net.)

A SUPERB book; one to revel in. In the course of half a
century Mr. Chapman's enthusiasm for wild nature has sent
him out on fifty-four oversea adventures, and the latest of
these took him to the Sudan, the crowning glory of which,
as he says, " lies in its virgin savagery." Since Sir Samuel
Baker's days no other attempt has been made to describe
that country from the point 01 view of the hunter-naturalist,
and Mr. Chapman has brilliantly succeeded in filling the gap.
He dedicates his book to the memory of Selous—" a lifelong
friend"—and in a spirit of reverence he never mentions
that name without printing it in capitals. Like his friend,
he presents an astonishing example of physical energy in a
sexagenarian; he blithely undertakes fatigues that would
daunt most men of his age. His travels took him up the
Nile to Rejaf, up the Dinder and Blue Nile rivers, and into
the Red Sea hill'; above SuaJrin. Of all his experiences he
writes in a pleasing, humorous fashion. There is nothing
that palls in his pages. He apologises for the sketches—
" crude efforts," he calls them, but drawn as they were on
the spot and from the life, and picturing as they do with
fidelity the characteristic attitudes of the animals, they are
a delightful and valuable feature of the book. Mr. Chapman
appeals to different classes of reader. Sportsmen will delight
particularly in his accounts of hunting the game-animals of
which the Sudan claims the virtual monopoly: the rare
Saddle-backed Lechwe, the Tiang, Addra, Addax, etc. Of
two of them, the Giant Eland and the White Rhinoceros,
he did not get specimens, but he gives notes about them
written by Mr. Sydney J. Pearson. Nor did he secure a
Situtunga; but everything else shootable he seems to have
shot. His own interest and the interest of his book, however,
lies not so much in these exploits as in the habits of the animals
here recorded. Birds on the Nile are numbered in millions
and they are of infinite variety; Mr. Chapman's descriptions
of them are most fascinating. One thing we must single
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out for particular mention and that is his discovery of great
colonies of hippopotami that only go to the river after nightfall
and then only for a drink. " Investigation promptly showed,"
he says, " that these swamp-strongholds, though miles from
the river, were crowded with the great amphibians. Therein,
in fastnesses untrodden, protected by armoured jungle, and
sheltered from the sun above by overarching papyrus, whole
herds are wont to spend archaic lives—a custom that elsewhere
throughout Africa has long become obsolete." He suggests
that this is an ancient life-habit that in the dim past may
have been the normal custom of the hippo.

Mr. Chapman's book abounds in valuable observations and
suggestive discussions. He is quick to note instances of animal-
sympathy, and has put some fine instances of it on record. He
discusses whether birds possess the sense of smell, and concludes
(provisionally) that they do not, except ducks and geese
and certain waders. In an appendix he delivers a resounding
attack upon the principle (or superstition) of " Colour
Protection " and sustains the thesis that " whatever degree
of protection be afforded by colour alone (if any) is so slight
as to be all but absolutely negligible." We had thought
that Selous settled this question years ago, but are glad to
have the (to us) fresh evidence that Mr. Chapman brings
forward.

Whatever readers may think about such controversial
points, they will feel all the time that they are in the hands
of a man who loves, and is in sympathy with, all live creatures.
He is no less sympathetic when he deals with the native tribes,
the Shilluks, etc.; all he met, indeed, except the Hadendowa
Arabs, who inspired him, with utter disgust. One chapter on
" The Shilluk's conception of God and of creation," written
by the Rev. D. S. Oyler, will be of great interest to students
of religion. E. W. S.

Out of the World North of Nigeria. By Angus Buchanan, M.G.
(London: John Murray, 1921, pp. xvi, 253; map and
photographs.)

CAPTAIN BUCHANAN, who will be known to some of our
readers as the author of those delightful books, Wild Life
in Canada and Three Years of War in East Africa, here
gives an account of his exploration in 1920 of the little known
region of Air. Few of us, perhaps, ever heard of that country
before we read this book. Where is it ? It lies in that
part of the Sahara known as the French Military Territory,


